GREENE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

Minutes of October 16, 2013 Meeting 

Attendance was taken at 6:30 PM. Members present and absent were:

Present:




Absent:

Thomas Poelker, Windham 


Elizabeth Hansen, Cairo.

Erik Allan, Ashland


 
Lawrence J. Connolly, Coxs. T
Eva Atwood, Catskill T


Lawrence J. Connolly, Coxs. V.

Jim Dymond, Prattsville


Arnie Cavallaro, Greenville

Lee McGunnigle, Tannersville
 

Robert Hermance, Lexington

Anthony Paluch, Athens T

Sarah Killourhy, Hunter T

Jonathan Harris, Hunter V

John Cashin, New Baltimore

Herman Reinhold, Athens V.
Mitchell Smith, Catskill V.
Also in attendance were Eric Hoglund, Chair, Greene County IDA, County Legislator Kevin Lennon,  and Ed Diamante of the Greene County Department of Economic Development, Tourism & Planning.
Vice-Chairman Allan called the meeting to order at 6:30.
On a motion by Mr. Dymond, seconded by Mr. McGunnigle, and with all in favor, members approved the minutes of the September 18, 2013 meeting.

The Board considered the following planning and zoning referrals:

13-24 Town of Jewett, Local Decision:  special use permit regarding construction of single family home in conservation district.  On a motion by Mr. Reinhold, seconded by Mr. Poelker, and with all in favor, members designated the referral a local decision with the standard local concerns disclaimer:
Please note: 

1. It is important that municipalities recognize that the referrals must be made and County Planning comments must be considered prior to local action in accordance with NYS law.

2. An approval and/or local decision designation by the County Planning Board should not be construed as a recommendation that the referring agency approve the referral in question.  An approval does not indicate that the County Planning Board has reviewed all local concerns; it indicates that the referral has met certain countywide considerations.  Evaluation of local criteria is the responsibility of the referring agency.

13-25 Town of Coxsackie, Approve:  zoning amendment.  On a motion by Mr. Reinhold, seconded by Ms. Killourhy, and with all in favor, members approved the referral with the standard local concerns disclaimer:
Please note: 

An approval and/or local decision designation by the County Planning Board should not be construed as a recommendation that the referring agency approve the referral in question.  An approval does not indicate that the County Planning Board has reviewed all local concerns; it indicates that the referral has met certain countywide considerations.  Evaluation of local criteria is the responsibility of the referring agency.

13-26 Town of Hunter, Approve with Comments:  Site plan regarding Haines Falls Auto.  On a motion by Mr. Reinhold, seconded by Mr. Harris, and with all in favor (except Ms. Killourhy, who abstained), members approved the referral with the following comments:
1. This site is located on State Route 23A near the Mountain Top Historical Society Visitor Center and North Lake Road.    Route 23A in this area is described in the 2000 Town of Hunter Comprehensive Plan as a “gateway corridor” (plan page 21) and the “Town’s Main Roadway” (plan page 29), with efforts to support façade and streetscape improvements and to improve the appearance and services along the corridor recommended.  The site’s setting should be considered when reviewing this site plan.  Local review officials should consider the whole site and all uses on the site when reviewing this project.
2. The site plan should be professionally drawn, should show the entire site, and should clearly show planned improvements.  An approved site plan should include enough detail to guide the Town’s code enforcement officials in determining whether a project is in compliance with the Planning Board’s approval.  
3. Please note: An approval and/or local decision designation by the County Planning Board should not be construed as a recommendation that the referring agency approve the referral in question.  An approval does not indicate that the County Planning Board has reviewed all local concerns; it indicates that the referral has met certain countywide considerations.  Evaluation of local criteria is the responsibility of the referring agency.

13-27 Town of Hunter, Local Decision:  special use permit regarding Rip Van Winkle Ranch.  On a motion by Mr. Reinhold, seconded by Mr. McGunnigle, and with all in favor (except Ms. Killourhy, who abstained), members approved the referral a local decision with comments as follows:
1. Note: This property is located within the historic hamlet of Haines Falls and is adjacent to North Lake Avenue, which serves as a gateway to the North-South Lake Campground.  Route 23A itself, is described in the 2000 Town of Hunter Comprehensive Plan as a “gateway corridor” (plan page 21) and the “Town’s Main Roadway” (plan page 29), with efforts to support façade and streetscape improvements and to improve the appearance and services along the corridor recommended. 

2. Since the Town of Hunter does not have a zoning regulation designating residential and commercial areas, it is important that commercial developments and sites with multiple uses be scrutinized carefully for their potential impact on neighboring residential properties.  Impact on neighboring properties and necessary mitigation should be considered as part of this site plan review.

3. The planning board is encouraged to carefully consider landscaping, architectural details, visual issues, lighting, signage, setbacks and placement of uses on the site when evaluating this site plan.

4. Compliance with local and state codes should be carefully considered.

5. Issues related to stormwater should be considered.

6. The Planning Board should require that the applicant provide screening of storage units, adhere to the general standards noted in the Town of Hunter Site Plan Review Law, and any other conditions the Planning Board deems necessary and appropriate to insure that the proposed use will be in harmony with other uses in the area.

7. Please note: An approval and/or local decision designation by the County Planning Board should not be construed as a recommendation that the referring agency approve the referral in question.  An approval does not indicate that the County Planning Board has reviewed all local concerns; it indicates that the referral has met certain countywide considerations.  Evaluation of local criteria is the responsibility of the referring agency. 

13-28 Village of Catskill, No Decison:  site plan review/area variance regarding the addition of a showroom and signage at automobile dealership at 25 Maple Avenue.  A motion by Mr. Harris, seconded by Mr. Dymond, with all in favor (except Mr. Reinhold who was opposed, and Mr. Smith, who abstained), to approve the referral with the standard local concerns disclaimer failed.  A motion by Mr. Reinhold, seconded by Ms. Killourhy to approve with modifications limiting the proposed sign to 20', with all in favor (except Mr. Harris, who was opposed, and Mr. Smith, who abstained) also failed.
13-29 Town of Cairo, Disapprove:  further temporary six month moratorium on permits related to the conversion of resorts or similar business activities in the town.  A motion to declare the referral a local decision with the standard local concerns disclaimer by Ms. Killourhy, seconded by Mr. Harris, and with Mr. Dymond, Mr. Harris, Mr. Smith and Ms. Killourhy in favor, and Mr. McGunnigle, Ms. Atwood, Mr. Poelker, Mr. Reinhold, Mr. Allan, and Mr. Paluch opposed, failed.  A motion to disapprove the referral based on the CPB's prior recommendation (13-12) that the town complete work within the prior moratorium period by Mr. McGunnigle, seconded by Mr. Dymond, was carried with all in favor.
On a motion by Mr. Harris, seconded by Ms. Killourhy and with all in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 







Respectfully Submitted,








Ed Diamante, Secretary
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