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The majority of the work done by the Greene County Veterinarian deals with the submission of
specimens sent to the State lab for rabies testing, and holding rabies vaccination clinics in
different areas throughout the county. Rabies specimens are first reported to Greene County
Health Department and than submitted with the help of the staff at Maple Ridge Veterinary
Office to the Wadsworth Laboratories through the New York State Department of Health.

The Greene County Health Department arranges the rabies clinics with the assistance of the
Town Clerks. All clinics were held at the Fire Departments in the following locations,
Medway, Lexington, Leeds, Earltom, Cairo, Freehold and Hunter. A total of 1151animals were
vaccinated, up from 1094 the prior year. The owners were asked for a donation, but the fees
waived if no funds were available. Animals vaccinated included cats, dogs and ferrets.

The time involved for the Greene County Veterinarian in agricultural demands continues to
declines as agricultural in the County declines. Large animal medicine in the county is a very
small percentage of veterinary medicine in the County. The State regulatory agencies continue to
monitor diseases such as tuberculosis, brucellosis, mad cow disease (Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy), and CWD (chronic wasting disease in Cervidae-elk, white tail deer, red deer,
etc.) and West Nile Virus. Tick-borne diseases seem to be on the rise in the County including
Lyme disease, Anaplasmosis, and Erhlichia. Evidence of Erhlichia and Anaplasmosis in the
canine species is significantly on the rise. All tick borne diseases are treated with Doxycycline.
Doxycycline has been hard to purchase since the increase of these tick-borne diseases.

We now treat with the drugs called minocycline and amoxicillin. Doxycycline will be very
expensive to purchase in the future when it becomes available again. It should be a concern to all
New York State residents. Pharmaceutical companies need to be regulated more by the State and
local governments because of unnecessary price increases and the availability of drugs that are
needed.

Local police and investigatory officials enforcing the cruelty to animals” law continue to ask
assistance and professional advice of the Greene County Veterinarian and other local
veterinarians to fulfill the intent of the law.
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RABIES CLINICS LOCATIONS AND ATTENDANCE FOR 2012

2012
March Medway 120
April Lexington 82
May Leeds 233
June Earlton 154
August Cairo 262
September Freehold 179
October Hunter 121

TOTAL 1151



Report of N.Y. State Dept. of Health Rabies Laboratory

01/01/2032 to 12/31/2012

Number examined ... Number positive
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RABIES LABORATORY

borator

New York State Department of Health
Laboratory Confirmed Rabies
JAN - DEC 2012
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