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The Greene County Historical Society operates the Bronck Museum, the Vedder Research Library, and the Greene County Historical Register.  In 2012 the Society received $3,847 from the County.  The funds helped to defray the costs of providing an office for the County Historian and support staff for the Historian, and to help pay for housing and assistance in accessing the County’s Surrogate Court records from 1800 to 1930.

The Society celebrated the 350th year of the purchase of the property by Pieter Bronck in 2012.

Between the Bronck Museum and the Vedder Research Library we drew over 3,300 visitors to the site.  Elderhostel groups have begun to include the site in their offerings. In addition our Annual Tour of Homes held in Durham drew over 300 people to the Town of Durham on a Saturday in June.

Our special events were Association Day in May to celebrate the signing of the Coxsackie Declaration in 1775 to support the American colonies in their then dispute with Great Britain; three Bronck Family at Home events dealing with the Bronck family in the wilderness in the 1660’s; a summer nighttime event in the full moon in August with a storyteller, music and moonlight tours; the Heritage Craft Fair in late September which normally draws over 1,000 people to the site but only drew 800 in 2012 due to bad weather just before and just after the event; a Dutch funeral event in October entitled “Of Great Sorrow”; and the Chilly Willy tours in November of the cold house and preparations for Winter in the late 1600’s, 1700’s and 1800’s.  In addition to the special events we had several education/lecture programs in 2012 drawing on average 40 people per program.
School tours were held on premises and Society staff and volunteers went out to visit schools in the County.  For the second year in a row, students from Kingston schools came to visit the museum.  A local resort offered the Society a chance to present programs for their visitors and the Society volunteers did a program one day a week for eight weeks at the Resort.  Community groups had programs presented by the Society for their meetings ranging from garden clubs and senior citizens in Greene County to groups in Columbia County.  

We helped to support writers of local history books to publish or republish their books, including coming to an agreement with John Ham of Hunter to help republish his book “100 years on Resort Ridge.”  The Jessie Van Vechten Vedder Award was created for a person who has helped preserve Greene County history through their restoration efforts or through their actions to preserve local history and the first award went to long time Mountain Top Hunter Historian Juntine Hummell.  We continued to present the Raymond Beecher Scholarship to a Greene County Senior in high school who writes the best three page essay on local history.  The $1,000 scholarship went to a Catskill high school student Connor Murphy.
We began a program to help establish cooperative relationships with other historical societies in the county resulting in a cooperative effort with the Pratt Museum and the Mountain Top Historical Society and the GCHS to cooperate on exhibits in 2013 on the Katterskill Clove and Benjamin Bellows Grant Stone the Catskill artist who did many Clove paintings and sketches.  We also cooperated with the Greene County Council on the Arts to put on a Civil War exhibit in 2012 by loaning artifacts or reproductions of artifacts dealing with the Civil War for display and creating and performing a dramatic reading from diary entries for the Civil War of Elizabeth Miller of the Town of New Baltimore.  The Society acted as a conduit for funds for the Town of Lexington Bicentennial Committee and provided the office space and staff resource for the County Civil War Celebration Committee.  

The Society Trustees, Officers, Staff and Members would like to thank the County for their support over the years.  As a Historical Society Chartered by the New York State Board of Regents since 1929 your support helps us to fulfill our mission of preserving and interpreting history in Greene County.
