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As you are aware, the FCC requires all public safety agencies to transfer to narrow band frequencies 
before the end of the year (see related article by Deputy Director Randy Ormerod). 
 
This needs to be coordinated so we don’t lose communication capabilities. Greene County plans to 
conduct the switch in November. The Sheriff’s frequency will transfer first November 26 and 27. Fire 
Control frequency will transfer November 28-30. At the end of the week or when all agencies have 
been transferred, communication will resume on the newly narrow banded Sheriff and fire control 
frequencies. During the transfer week agencies should have all their radios reprogrammed. Paging will 
work during the transfer week, but until they are reprogrammed to narrow banding it may have 
limited coverage.  
 
In preparation of this transfer, agencies should schedule the reprogramming with your radio vendor as 
early as possible since most use the same company. As previously discussed, old radios and pagers may 
not have the capability to be reprogrammed. Minitor 5 and some Minitor 4 pagers can be 
reprogrammed. Your radio vendor will know for sure. Funding for the reprogramming is through your 
own agency. The narrow banding applies to all VHF high band frequencies so be sure to address other 
frequencies you may have such as Department owned or tactical frequencies.  
 
The narrow banding requirement does not apply to low band.  
 
If there are any questions please contact Director Farrell or Deputy Director Ormerod at Emergency 
Services, 622-3643. You can also contact Director Farrell at jfarrell@discovergreene.com or Deputy 
Director Ormerod at rormerod@discovergreene.com. 
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This year, on September 11, communities throughout our country gathered at services to remember 
those killed on September 11, 2001.  However, here in Greene County, one ceremony took on a similar 
theme of remembrance but it was to honor different heroes.  Locally, Greene County reflected 
seventeen firefighters and two NYS Troopers assigned to Catskill who died in the line of duty.  It was on 
this date that a memorial service unveiling a Greene County First Responder’s Memorial at the 
county’s Emergency Operations Center in Cairo was held. 
In his opening remarks, Greene County Legislator William Lawrence said those lives were given for the 
protection of county residents, their homes and their very existence.  “They did so out of an incredible 
sense of public service,” Lawrence said looking over the three stones, one for fire fighters, one for law 
enforcement and one for EMS.  “They were aware of the risks they may face, and yet they were 
unwavering in their strong desire to do their duty,” Lawrence told those that gathered, “and in the 
case of those names we read today, to go above and beyond the call of duty.” 
 

Greene County Sheriff Greg Seeley and State Police Captain Robert 
Nuzzo spoke about troopers David Brinkerhoff and David Lane and the 
honor they showed the uniforms they wore.  “David was a family man 
and was dedicated to the community,” Seeley said of Brinkerhoff.  
Although he said he never knew Lane personally, the sheriff called him 
an outstanding trooper and read off a series of statistics including the 
60,000 assaults on law enforcement officers that result in 16,000 
injuries.  Over the last decade, he read, an average of 160 a year have 
been killed in the line of duty and 19,000 officers throughout history 
have made “the ultimate sacrifice.” 
 

Captain Nuzzo, in turn, told the crowd that he and his 
troopers abide by an old Egyptian saying that if you mention 
the name of a fallen comrade or a friend that they would live 
forever.  “In the state police we talk about David Lane and 
David Brinkerhoff on a regular basis,” Nuzzo said. “We can 
remember our fallen heroes by telling stories and by 
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DEDICATES MEMORIAL to 
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LOST IN LINE of DUTY DEATHS 



monuments like this, but most importantly by the example that they set to us in their daily lives.”  
Nuzzo talked about the National Law Enforcement Memorial in Washington DC.  “It’s very moving to 
see thousands of people from all over the country and it gives family members the opportunity to 
realize that they are not alone in their struggle, that there are people all over the country who have 
lost loved ones doing valiant deeds that their loved ones have done.”  More importantly, the captain 
added, is that there is now a monument in Greene County to remember the troopers that served and 
died in the line of duty here and that he hopes to see no names added to the two, that they will be the 
ones they continue to remember. 

Greene County Emergency Services Director John Farrell, the 
man responsible for bringing the idea of the memorial to the 
table, said a fire fighter is like a child who has never grown 
up.  “Over the years they maintain their intense interest in 
lights, noise, the excitement of fire engines and their fire 
company,” Farrell said.  “It is more than a job to those that 
serve.  The world around us tells us to take care of ourselves 
first,” Farrell said, “but the childish innocence of a fire fighter 
is to be concerned for others, for the people and property of 
their community. It may be old fashioned to talk about it but 
this is true dedication and because of it the community is a 

better and safer place to live.”  Reflecting on the 17 fire fighters who have fallen serving their 
community, Farrell said although they have answered their last alarm, they have given their lives as 
they have lived it, they have given it to the service of their community. 
 
Greene County EMS Coordinator Aidan O’Conner said EMS 
providers, although there were none that have lost their 
lives while serving in county, they all join knowing that it 
wasn’t going to be easy.  “No matter how much they have 
said in three years most of us wouldn’t want to continue on, 
we continued on,” O’Conner said. “Then they said in six 
years, most likely, you are going to be injured, and then in 10 
years you may be one person that is on a monument.”  In 
Greene County, O’Conner said there is such an EMS 
environment that they have kept some people as long as 20 
years without a loss; however, he said those same EMS providers recognize the danger the law 
enforcement officials and fire fighters face in order to protect them while they only have a patent in 
mind with no though of the dangers around them.  “We thank the fire fighters, the law enforcement, 
who we rely on greatly, to protect us,” O’Conner said. 

 
As the ceremony closed, Greene County Administrator Shaun 
Groden unveiled an I-beam from the WTC wreckage and said 
that it should also become a part of the community fabric in 
order to never forget that tragic day.  “With the county level 
we began our own effort to secure another piece of history 
and honor,” Groden said, “by requesting of the New York-
New Jersey Port Authority a piece of the 9/11 facility, which 
took longer than we would have liked.”  Groden invited and 



requested those that were in attendance to come up, view 
the artifact and to lay their hands upon it, even though it 
represents wrecked steel.  “In a sense it represents much 
more than that,” Groden said, “it represents survival and 
rebuilding.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
 
 
 
 
          
                                                                     Firefighters Roll of Honor read by Richard Harty 
      Paul Alle 1960   Harry Payne 1925 
      Gary Partridge 1982  Gerald Murray 1994 
      James P Cummings 1988 Ryan Barker 2008 
      Raymond Place 1974  Roy Freer Jr 1991 
      Raymond J Vandermark 1973 
      Herbert F Clark 1960  Howard Hyatt Jennings 1947 
      Patrick Lafferty 1993  Fred Habenight 1978 
      Max Schmidt 1935  Charles Drinkwater 1977 
      Jerry Saxe 1964  Arthur Kappas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                  Law Enforcement Roll of Honor read by Steven Lane 
 
       Trp. David Brinkerhoff 2007 
       Trp. David Lane 2009      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
TRUE BROTHERHOOD 

 
 
 
On October 29, Hurricane Sandy went thru the NYC/NJ/CT area with a great force and caused 
significant chaos.  In response and demonstrating true brotherhood, several Greene County Fire 
Departments were deployed to Long Island with assistance. 
 
On Tuesday, October 30, initial responders from Athens (ETA 
2- 4); East Durham (Tanker 8-5) and Greenville (ETA 11-1) left 
the county to assist.  Later that week on Friday, a second set 
of crews from Cairo (ETA 4-5), Catskill (M 3-14), Leeds (T 17-4) 
and West Athens (M 27-5) also responded to the area.  As 
they assembled at the Catskill Thruway, Emergency Services 
Director Farrell and Deputy Director Ormerod met with them 
to lay out their instructions on arrival in Long Island.   
 
All crews were back in service in Greene County as of Monday, November 5.   
 
Director Farrell and Deputy Director Ormerod would like to take this opportunity to thank each Fire 
Company and their manpower provided who gave up family time and their jobs to help their fellow 
citizens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 A WORD FROM  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR RANDY M. ORMEROD 

 
 
Below are some important facts to know about the new FCC narrow banding rule to take effect 
January 1, 2013.   
As you are aware the FCC requires ALL public safety agencies to transfer to narrowband frequencies by 
January 1, 2013.  The FCC wants to promote the efficient use of private land mobile radio (PLMR) 
spectrum and to facilitate the introduction of advanced technologies, the Commission has adopted 
rules requiring certain PLMR licensees and manufacturers to transition from wideband technology (i.e. 
systems using 25 kHz of bandwidth) to narrowband technology (i.e. systems using 12.5 kHz or 
narrower band) by January 1, 2013.  This new rule will affect PLMR operating in the 146-174 MHz and 
438-470 MHz frequency band (VHF/UHF) 
WARNING!   After January 1, 2013 licensees not operating at 12.5 KHz efficiency (narrowband) will be 
in violation of the FCC’s rules and could be subject to enforcement actions, which may include 
admonishment, monetary fines or loss of license. 

This rule will affect Agencies that operate their own VHF/UHF frequency 150-174 MHz and 421-470 
MHz  

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: 
The FCC is mandating that ALL VHF (146-174 MHz) and ALL UHF (438-470 MHz) FCC licensees must 
convert to and operate in at least 12.5 kHz efficiency by January 1, 2013.  What this means is that all 
FCC licenses must have the 12.5 kHz emissions designator on them by January 1, 2013. 
 
It also means that if you have radio equipment that is not capable of operating in 12.5 kHz 
9narrowband) efficiency then you must replace it with equipment that can. 
 
Check your current FCC license.  If it does not have the 12.5 kHz designator or if it only has the 25 kHz 
designator (20KOF3E) then it will need to be modified.  All of Greene County’s licenses have been 
converted to the 12.5 kHz designator.   
 
Director Farrell plans for Greene County to conduct the switch in November. The Sheriff’s frequency 
will transfer November 26/27 while the Fire Control frequency will transfer November 28/30.  When all 
agencies have been transferred, communication will resume on the newly narrow banded control 
frequencies. During the transfer week, agencies should have all their radios reprogrammed. Paging will 
work during the transfer week, but may have limited coverage.  
 
Funding for the reprogramming is through your own agency.  There will be some old radios and pagers 
that are not capable of being reprogrammed.  Minitor 5 and some Minitor 4 pagers can be 
reprogrammed.  Your radio vendor will know for sure which ones can and cannot.  
 
If there are any questions please contact Deputy Director Randy Ormerod at the Department of 
Emergency Services, 622-3643, or at rormerod@discovergreene.com. 
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MESSAGE FROM EMS COUNCIL CHAIRMAN AIDAN O’CONNOR 

 
 
 
The Greene County EMS Coordinators have been working to develop our local “Greene County EMS 
Mutual Aid Policies” that are in the final draft. We have worked with REMO in the development of the 
“REMO Mutual Aid Policies” that organizes Greene County EMS agencies into strike teams that 
provides the first organized regionally developed mutual aid plan in this area. On October 27th, REMO 
held a drill that tested this plan in conjunction with homeland security at Albany International Airport.  
Greene County 911 and the EMS Coordinators Office worked together to transfer the appropriate 
information. Thank you for all your cooperation during that drill. 
 
We have attended information sessions regarding the new Greene County Comprehensive Plan and 
what roles and responsibilities EMS will have under it.  There will be an EMS round table exercise for all 
EMS providers in late November or early December. 
 
The EMS Council has worked together to once again to develop continuing medical education that has 
priority with safety first. The Council sponsored a LifeNet of New York Helicopter Utilization and 
Landing Zone Class along with the new NAEMT Safety Course. Additionally, it has started the EMT-Basic 
course that has seventeen students mixed with original students and refreshers. The Council is actively 
pursuing becoming an incorporation that will hopefully be completed in the upcoming months. In 
Regards to monthly meetings, we recognize the difficulty to pick a time and place that is convenient for 
all EMS providers to attend the currently scheduled meeting. We are looking into attempting different 
days and times. Remember, the EMS Council is open to any and all persons involved in pre-hospital 
care. 
 
On September 11th, Greene County Emergency Services held a memorial service for Greene County 
emergency personnel who have died in the line.  Each branch of Emergency Services - Law 
Enforcement, Emergency Medical Services and Fire Fighters are represented on three separate stones. 
We in the EMS community are fortunate to have no names on our memorial.   (See related article) 
 

GREAT JOB TO ALL!  A collaborative effort between Greene County 911, Sleepy Hollow Security, 
Coxsackie EMS and Greene County EMS saved a life of a local 
resident. On July 27th, a frightened wife called 911 because 
her husband stopped breathing.  Greene County 911 
dispatchers comforted the wife while they walked her through 
starting CPR.  On arrival, Sleepy Hollow first responders took 
over doing CPR.  Coxsackie EMS and Greene County EMS used 
defibrillation to help restart his heart and implemented the 
new hypothermia protocol that all contributed to the patient 
walking out of the hospital a few weeks later. The Town of 
Coxsackie presented them with Certificates of Recognition in 
honor of their efforts.   



NYS TO NATIONAL STANDARDS 
Ready or not, New York State is going to be transitioning to National Standards. If you haven’t 
researched it yet, visit the following link for all the information you ever wanted.      
http://www.health.ny.gov/nysdoh/ems/national_education_standards_transition/ 

 
 

 
REMO AWARDS 

 
REMO held their Annual Awards banquet where our local BLS and ALS 
Providers of the year were recognized on a Regional level as the REMO 
BLS and ALS providers for 2011. Please congratulate Liza Dwon from 
Lexington Rescue for being the BLS Provider of the Year and Davia 
Montie from Greene County EMS as the ALS Provider of the year! 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Greene County has taken the first step to efficiently communicate with citizens and staff by using 
CodeRED. Proprietary mapping technology and patented delivery methods employed by ECN 
(Emergency Communications Network®) help to rapidly reach residents during time sensitive 
situations.  Originally designed to enable local government officials to record, send and track 
personalized messages to thousands of citizens in minutes, CodeRED’s user base has grown to include 
institutions of higher education and utility companies. The system was designed to be easy to use even 
under the most strenuous of conditions.  The CodeRED system is used to send critical communications, 
from evacuation notices to missing child alerts.  Messages may be launched by authorized users via 
telephone or Internet, from anywhere at any time. 
 
The purpose of the program is to notify all residents and businesses throughout the county when an 
emergency occurs. Notifications can be sent countywide or tailored to reach a particular town, village 
or road, county officials have said.  In Greene County, the alert system is an attempt by the county to 
be more responsive to residents. Such systems also can make notifications more efficient.  As an 
example, when hazardous weather develops in a local area, citizens want to know.  In addition, 
residents need to be alerted regarding telephone or utility service disruptions or to road closures. 
Selected target areas are established so only the people affected will get alerts.  By confining alerts 
only to the areas impacted, citizens may proceed with greater caution or avoid areas where crews are 
working.   
 
CodeRED Weather Warning taps into the National Weather Service’s Storm Based Warnings to 
automatically alert affected citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after the warning has 
been issued. 

http://www.health.ny.gov/nysdoh/ems/national_education_standards_transition/


If you have Caller ID, you will know the call is from the center when the display reads (866)419-5000 or 
Emergency Comm for Emergency Notifications and (855)969-4636 or ECN Community for General 
Notifications. 
 
In June of this year, Greene County conducted a test of its emergency notification system.  The test 
stimulated an emergency notification to all land-line phones, as well as to registered cell phones and 
email addresses.  
 
More recently, CodeRed was put into effect for Hurricane Sandy.  Messages were sent out for all parts 
of the county, and later to areas affected by flooded roads in various municipalities.  Follow-up 
messages regarding gas supplies were also sent. 
 
Residents can register their landline and/or cell phones and email addresses for the program by going 
to www.discovergreene.com and clicking on the “Code Red” link.   County residents with smart phones 
can download the “CodeRED Mobile Alert” app.  
 
Residents are encouraged to please take a moment to fill in the appropriate information to be notified 
by Greene County Emergency Services in the event of emergency situations or critical community 
alerts. Examples include: evacuation notices, bio-terrorism alerts, boil water notices, and missing child 
reports. This information will remain the property of ECN and will not be disclosed unless compelled to 
do so by a court of sufficient jurisdiction.  
 
 

 
 

                  
 NATURAL GAS PIPELINE SAFETY & EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

 
As part of the Iroquois Pipeline Operating Company’s ongoing commitment to safety and increased 
public awareness of their natural gas pipeline, the company recently offered emergency responders an 
opportunity to attend a gas pipeline safety/emergency response presentation. 
Pipelines are important to both our national economy and security and although they are the safest 
form of transportation, if an incident did occur, the Greene County Emergency Response Community 
must be prepared to respond in a timely and efficient manner.  Iroquois’ goal through informational 
sessions is to make the incident response safe and effective for responders.   
In his presentation, Spencer Robinson of the Iroquois Pipeline Operating Company provided emergency 
responders with industry standard and Iroquois system-specific information including: Natural Gas 
Safety, Industry Prevention Measures, Pipeline Security, Characteristics and Hazards of Natural Gas, 
Right of Way and Information Markers, Excavator & Homeowner Responsibilities, Pipeline Leak 
Recognition and Emergency Response, and PHMSA’s National Pipeline Mapping System.  The evening 
also included a Q & A Session. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.discovergreene.com/


 GREENE COUNTY EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLAN 
 
Greene County Government, together with Greene County Emergency Services, has joined forces with 
Tectonic Engineering to develop a new county-wide all hazard emergency operations plan.  When 
Tropical storms Irene & Lee hit back in August 2011, the county realized the need to develop such a 
plan.  Earlier this year, a draft plan was presented to all involved agencies of the county.  Since that 
time, the policy has been reviewed and on October 5, a table top exercise was held.  Attending this 
exercise were all county agencies and representatives from the various municipalities of the county. 
The plan covers all types of emergencies from weather related conditions to hazardous materials, to 
terrorism.  Responses to disasters began on a local level, expanded to the county level and 
incorporated state/federal response.   
The plan covers various Emergency Support Functions (ESF) and established procedures for utilizing 
assistance.  Functions include transportation, communication, shelter, recovery and many more.  Each 
function will have a primary agency that will coordinate all aspects of the function.  As no man is an 
island – or in this case, no one agency can handle it all – each primary agency in turn will have 
supporting agencies for assistance. 
On Monday, October 29, the plan was put into action when Hurricane Sandy rolled into the area.  
Though we were fortunate and the storm did not impart us as much as predicted, key players were in 
place.  County residents were kept informed via CodeRed and the county web page.  The EOC 
(Emergency Operations Center) was kept open until Tuesday at 5pm.    
 

 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FIREFIGHTER I CLASS FALL OF 2012, 

NYS FIRE INSTRUCTOR KARL KILTS 
  
 
As the initial entry program for firefighting personnel, Firefighter I introduces firefighting concepts, 
practices and techniques necessary for success within the fire service. Based on the Firefighter Level I 
objectives from NFPA Standard 1001, this course develops knowledge, skills and abilities based on 
performance criteria for the following topics: fire department organization, firefighter safety, fire 
behavior, personal protective equipment, self-contained breathing apparatus, fire extinguishers, 
building searches, forcible entry, ground ladders, ventilation, hose practices, fire streams, and loss 
control.  
 
The course consists of performance criteria in: incident command, building construction, ropes/knots, 
rescue procedures, forcible entry applications, ventilation practices, fire extinguisher applications, 
suppression of structural fires, tactics, vehicle suppression, water supply, loss control, fire cause 
determination, fire department communications, fire suppression systems, hazardous materials, 
weapons of mass destruction, confined space safety and fire prevention practices.  
 
 
 



In photo below: 
 Back L-R: Jody J. Burrows, John J. Williams III, Carl G. Hansen, Amanda H. Blake, Robert A. Miller, Jr., 
Stanley J. Pajak, Damon R. Ferraro, Diane Ashley  
Front L-R: Dylan J. Donovan, John J. White, James P. Stone, Theresa M. Koeppe, Pamela J. Rafferty, 
Daniel K. Hunter, Timothy LaFountain  
Not in the Picture: John Blaze Legg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


